
want to experience life before thinking
about responsibilities like that. Most of the
young women I went to school with feel the
same way. You never hear any of them talk-
ing about finding a man who will take care
of them. I think that women are finally realiz-
ing that it's okay to want to find yourself
before you find a husband.

And yet, as independent as I am, I tend
to let the guy I’m with do all the talking
about money. I just sit and listen quietly to
him talk about how much he makes and
how he wants to make a certain amount by
the time he is a certain age. I don’t like to
let the men that I am dating know what my
income is, because if they make more than I
do, it makes me feel less significant. The last
fellow that I dated
quit college and
went to work in
construction. He’s
making more than I
do, and I have a
college degree—
not to mention the
fact that I will be
paying off student
loans until my mid-30’s!

M
aybe the real reason I never
mention money with my
boyfriends is that they never
ask me. I know I’m going to
have to let down my guard
about my finances, if I ever

meet the right guy. (After all, my boyfriend
would definitely not be dating me because
of my large bank account.) When someone I
could see myself spending more than a
month with comes along (the month thing
was a joke), and we begin to talk about our
money goals and where we stand financially,
I am going to answer honestly.

In the meantime, and in preparation for
that time, I thought I’d check around to see
how other couples—married and not—are
doing when it comes to money talk.

Does the Size of His Paycheck Matter?
The first person who popped into my

mind was Anna. Anna’s in her early 20’s, and
she’s been engaged three times since I met
her three years ago. She had been engaged
to Jim for about five months when she took
the job offer of a lifetime, making twice as
much money as Jim did. At first, neither of
them had a problem with how much money
she was making; after all, now she could
afford the wedding of her dreams. She even
paid more than half of Jim’s bills, because
she had the money, and he didn’t.

When I found that out, I told her I didn’t
think it was fair that she had to take care of
him, especially since they would be getting
married in less than six months. It seemed a

big switch for her;
before they
became engaged,
she had made him
get his own apart-
ment to prove he
could take care of
himself—and her.
“How exactly will
he be taking care

of you if you are paying his bills for him?” I
asked. Her response was, “I don’t care. I
love him.”

A week later, I got a hysterical message
from Anna: her engagement was off. She
and Jim had had it out about the fact that
he makes less than she does, and she told
him she wants a man who is going to be
able to take care of her. A huge fight
ensued, and as quickly as they were
engaged, they were a couple no more.

When I questioned Anna about her ear-
lier “I love him more than money” declara-
tion, her only explanation was, “I guess I
lied to myself.” If she had been honest with
herself from the beginning, she would have
seen that Jim was not the man for her. Or
they would have talked about their goals
and found a way to work towards them
together.
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D
oesn’t it seem ridiculous that
couples can talk about their
favorite sexual positions, but
whenever finances come up,
they reach for a big bottle of
Tylenol

tension-headache
medicine? If cou-
ples can giggle
together about the
special nightie that
she’s going to wear
for a mere minute
on a weekend get-
away, why is it so difficult to chat about
where the money came from to buy it?

I’m a 23-year-old college graduate with
a B.A. in communications and history, work-
ing, for now at least, in retail management

(with dreams of starting my own business),
and I’ve given a lot of thought to the sub-
ject of dough and dating. With the divorce
rate so high and money problems such a
big factor in those breakups, I figure it might

be a good idea for
me and other
women my age to
learn to talk hon-
estly about money
in our relationships
before we get
hitched. If we get
hitched.

I was just talking with my friend Cathy
today (she's also 23) about marriage and
kids. Both of us have friends the same age
who are getting married and having chil-
dren, and we just can't comprehend it. We

By Tara Civitarese
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her earlier ‘I love him more
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I’m learning that lack of communication
is the root of financial problems for couples.
If you don’t examine the red flags and hash
out problems early
on, you’re bound
to run into trou-
ble. I mean, if you
get aggravated
with your date
because he never
picks up—or even
offers to pick up—
the tab, what do
you think is going
to happen when
the bills start to
come in?

D
ifferent attitudes and values
regarding saving and spending
can cause potential conflict, too.
If both of you have extreme
spending habits, or if one of you
likes to be frugal, while the

other thinks that frugal is a character on
Fraggle Rock, then you need to take a
weekend getaway without the flavored toys
and edible undies and have a heavy-duty
money talk.

When You Make More Than He Does
Anna’s situation prompted me to won-

der about the other side of the story: how
do men feel when their women make more
than they do? I asked 30 men this question,
and the answers I received were varied.
Only four of the guys, who apparently have
bought into the old “the man’s gotta be the
breadwinner” stereotype that Anna herself
was hung up on, stated that they would feel
uptight if their chick were bringing in more
money. These men would feel “emasculat-
ed,” they said, because the norm is “for the
man to bring home the bacon.”

The majority of them responded that
they would be happy if their wives or girl
friends were making more than they were.

Tom, 34, sensibly stated that “the benefits
to the household of having a high income
earner probably outweigh the negatives of

feeling uptight.”
Barb and Geoff
are in their early
40’s. Barb makes
more than Geoff,
and he is proud of
it. They don’t
have problems
discussing budg-
ets, future desires
and goals, either.
It would be nice
if all couples

could be like these two, but I’m afraid that
Anna and Jim are more the norm. Christina,
31, has a girl friend who made more money
than her husband, which resulted in many
fights. The husband’s solution? He took
another job that paid more money, and now
they never see one another! While their
marriage first suffered financially, now it suf-
fers emotionally.

Another couple I talked to seemed
locked in a contest to see who could spend
more money. The husband had plenty of his
own money, which he used to buy and
restore antique cars. The wife, feeling neg-
lected, maxed out all of her credit cards, try-
ing to keep up with her husband’s spending.
The problem: she didn’t have the money to
cover the debt she was racking up. Her hus-
band ended up having to bail her out. She
definitely got his attention—which I think
was her goal in the first place—but couldn’t
she have just tried talking to him?

A 30-year-old friend got me thinking
recently when she said, “It’s only hard to talk
about money if you make it hard.” That
answer is so obvious that it’s not. Why does
it have to be hard to talk to your partner
about money? Maybe it’s not difficult at all.
Starting now, I’m going to find out. 

Tara Civitarese is a freelance writer who lives and
works in the Philadelphia area.

If one of you likes to be frugal,
while the other thinks that frugal
is a character on ‘Fraggle Rock,’
then you need to take a weekend

getaway without the flavored
toys and edible undies and have a

heavy-duty money talk.

Offering Complete Publishing Services:
Writing, Art Direction, Graphic Design, Ad Creation, Custom Publishing, 

Consumer Publishing, Annual Reports, Newsletters,
Pre-press Disc Preparation, Digital Publications, E-Newsletters, & More

Inc..INK

Our award–winning staff has a long track record 
of editorial and design excellence at some of 

America’s largest circulation magazines, including 
TV Guide and Reader’s Digest

Portfolio includes:
Annual reports for major corporations,

redesign of trade journals & glossy regional lifestyle magazines,
development of promotional material for major television companies,

new children’s publication, successful launch and marketing of 
innovative digital women’s finance magazine,

plus numerous marketing and mailing promotions.

Please call for a free consultation and quote 
on all of your communication needs.

INK inc. is the custom-publishing division of 
Reggai Productions LLC

1528 Walnut Street, Suite 1925, Philadelphia, PA 19102
Phone: 215-670-2471  e–mail: INK@makingbreadmagazine.com

Jerry Alten: Design Director   Gail Harlow: Editorial Director   Carole Wible: Art Director

WE LOVE WHAT WE DO—AND YOU WILL, TOO!

MAKING
™BREAD The 

Magazine 
for Women
Who Need 
Dough

May/June
Vol. 2, No. 3
$3.95

PLUS

SAYING, ‘I DO’ 2:
TTHEHE FFINANCIALINANCIAL RRITESITES OFOF RREMARRIAGEEMARRIAGE

FEED 4 FOR $5—
INCLUDING WINE
BEST-SELLING AUTHOR
CAROLYN SEE TELLS HOW TO BE
‘FLAMBOYANTLY BROKE’

SHE LIVES ON A SHOESTRING—
AND SPLURGES ON $765 SHOES

SEX TIPS FOR THE
STRESSED OUT

A FORMER SMOKER WITH
MONEY TO BURN

HOW TO SPEND YOUR
FIRST SALARY—AND
RETIRE THOSE COLLEGE
LOANS

WHAT YOUR BUSINESS
CARDS SAY ABOUT YOU

PLUS

THE MAKING BREAD
FINANCIAL MAKEOVER

THINKING ABOUT
WORKING OVERSEAS?
THIS AMERICAN IN PARIS
SAYS, ‘GO FOR IT!’

WHY MOMS DESERVE
$500,000 A YEAR

MAKING
™BREAD The 

Magazine 
for Women
Who Need 
Dough

March/April 2004
Vol. 3, No. 2
$3.95

PLAYING
HOUSE
WHAT YOU NEED, 
IF YOU DON’T
HAVE THE RING

FINANCIAL 
COMPANIES
THAT WANT 
OUR BUSINESS:
How They’re Wooing Us

MINNIE THE MOOCHER

VACATIONS

FINANCIAL 
COMPANIES
THAT WANT 
OUR BUSINESS
How They’re Wooing Us

MINNIE THE MOOCHER

VACATIONS

BORROWING
T R O U B L E :
When Your 
Best Friend
Asks You 
for Money

BORROWING
T R O U B L E :
When Your 
Best Friend
Asks You 
for Money

NEGOTIATE
LIKE A PRO

STEPMOMS REVEAL

Stuff ‘The Brady Bunch’
Never Mentioned

BOSSES WE LOVE TO HATE—
and How to Manage Them

NEGOTIATE
LIKE A PRO

STEPMOMS REVEAL

Stuff ‘The Brady Bunch’
Never Mentioned

BOSSES WE LOVE TO HATE—
and How to Manage Them

MAKING
™BREAD

OUR 
SUMMER 
LOAFING 

GUIDE
MY ROMAN HOLIDAY

‘GET REAL’ VOLUNTEER VACATIONS
BUYING SOUVENIRS OF A

‘CAREFREE ME’

MAKING BREAD
FINANCIAL MAKEOVER:

SHE’S FINDING 
MONEY 
EVERYWHERE 
NOW!

MAKING
™BREAD

OUR 
SUMMER 
LOAFING

GUIDE

The 
Magazine 
for Women
Who Need 
Dough

FEEL LIKE A 
SCHOOL GIRL 
AGAIN 
Super Scholarships 
for Over-30’s

May/June 2004
Vol. 3, No. 3
$3.95

‘GET REAL’

‘CAREFREE ME’

ONE IS THE
LONELIEST
NUMBER . . . 
IN YOUR BANK
ACCOUNT: Six
Smart Money Moves
for Single Women

ONE IS 

IN YOUR BANK
ACCOUNT:

SHE’S FINDING 
MONEY 
EVERYWHERE 
NOW!

FEEL LIKE A 
SCHOOL GIRL 
AGAIN 

ADVERTISEMENT

www.makingbreadmagazine.com
mailto:INK@makingbreadmagazine.com?subject=From NOV-DEC 04 Issue

